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. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



™Z°«„h f T u m ?f iC t ANNEXES > ie > sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 

rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
/u. l o and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



_62 



. sheets. 
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L Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 



[ | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 




8,12-14,27-28 


, as originally filed 


pageS . filed with the demand 


pages 


1-7,9-11,15-26,29-48 


, filed with the letter of 


10 May 2004 (10.05.2004) 


UZ\ the claims: 








pages 






. as orieinallv filed 


pages 




, as amended (together with anv statement under Article 1Q 


pages 






, filed with the demand 


pages 


1-33 


t filed with the letter nf* 


10 May 2004 (10.05.2004) 


IX) the drawings: 








pages 




1-4,7-10,12 


, as originally filed 


pages 






, filed with the demand 


pages 


5-6,11,13,14-16 


r filed with the letter nf 


10 May 2004 (10.05.2004) 


the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 




. as orieinallv filed 


pages 






f?1f»H with th*» HpmanH 


pagCS — , filed with the letter of 



2 ' ^JSiSL?? 1 WJ. 8 ^ a11 the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
— foe language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I — | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 * ™JfL^f ard t0 nuc,eotide . » nd/or amln ° acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prehminao examination was carried out on th< basisofth< sequence listi g: 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 



□ _ „„. 

I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 
□ 



furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ ™ s re P° rt has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* ?J; P thZ e Z ent f eet V vh . ic . h have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
2nd70A7) QS ongmally filed and are not to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 
£3 paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ v&fggsustfsi fasia & tion is not comp,ied wi& ** ^ * ™* «■>. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13 2 and 13 3 is 
complied with. 

13 not complied with for the following reasons: 

i m »™ I h t C ?i° UP 1 ir t^f ons < cI ? ims l ' U > 16 - 20 > 32-33) pertain to a device and method for sending and receiving 
image data files created by scanning and reading an image over the Internet "receiving 

The group 2 inventions (claims 15, 21-23) pertain to a portable Internet terminal device 

authenSfw^ • ^l*^ 24 ' l 6_28) refer to character ima S e identification, and pertain to a method of 

SSSSZ ^ denti ^. ^writing in a signature image, or a device and method for collecting 

n^^^crSd merem ** ° f eleCtion ballots md identifying the characters of candidate 

J he + . gr0Up 4 (claim 25 > refers to identifying iris image data, and pertains to a method of 

authenticating an individual by identifying iris image data taken with a camera. 

i mao * 2S SfT 5 ?!f?? 0n ( ° laim 29) pertaiDS to a device P rovid ed with OCR software that converts a document 
image aaxa me to a text tile. 

nntifi J? e g^P 6 inventions (claims 30-31) pertain to a device equipped with a function to provide automatic 
notification when there is a connection between a server and an Internet terminal device 

rece ivinJ£«fT* g -°* P 3 inventions, inventions of claims 24 and 28 have a common point - sending and 
recemng image data files via the Internet - but that point would be obvious to a person skilled in the art and is not 

5H ♦•a^ 1S °- *° in ^ ention of claim 24 in * e group 3 inventions and the invention of group 4 have a common point - 
tZZSSX? * ? ^ -° au J« toto « ^dividual - but the concept of identifying whether or not image 
data is specific to an individual in order to authenticate an individual would be obvious to a person skilled in the art, 
and this common point is not novel. 4 

annear tnTff 1 !! 8 ^Y^T ° f S r ° u P 2 > 5, and group 6 to the inventions of other groups, there does not 
appear to be a shared technical point of particular novelty. 

«m» COnclusi ° n ' the inv . e ntions of groups 1-6 do not have a technical relationship involving one or more of the 

aS ■ nnt 2253? 8 S ? eCml teC ^ 1Cal 38 Specified 111 PCT Rule 13 - 2 ' ^ ^ international application 

does not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 



4 ' bSS ShSSf* P8rtS ° f intemati0nal a PP Iicati ° n were the subject of international preliminary examination 



i establishing this report: 
I/K3 all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



5-8, 10, 12-14, 26-28 



1-4, 9,11, 15-25, 29-33 



1-33 



1-33 



2. Citations and explanations 

2002-H9575. A (CANON INC.), 24 Ma y 2002 (24.05.02), cla™ MO, para^s [0001>(0074] 

ri:::s?s& 

[OOOlHOolsl %w DENKI *** 16 ,anua ^ 1998 C1601.98), claims 1-4, parage 
r — * fiSSSSSi (WASEDA UNWB^TV), 20 ^ 2003 (20.03.03), Utaa paragraphs 

p 172762 ' A <°-*™ sssjysu ^ 

r UmeM ' 2 ^ 5 H^te C W f IBA COR ™™ *~ .997 (,,0 8 .9 7 ), cM™ 3-6, pa^a 
r Umem ' 3 ^« 4 ^ SEUI KOHO ™>. " ^ .« (17.03.95), clataa K whs 
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VIII, Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claims 1-4, 33 

Sending and receiving an image data file created by scanning and reading an image or an ordinary data file via 
the Internet is described in documents 1-2. Setting a facsimile or telephone number, etc. as the destination and 
converting it to an Internet address would be obvious to a person skilled in the art. Also, a device and method for 
saving and managing sent and received files would be obvious to a person skilled in the art. Therefore there is no 
novelty or inventive step. 

Claims 5-6 

While the point about appending "fax" to the start of a domain is novel, the format basically remains 
something consisting of domain and ID, and providing additional detail on the destination by adding a dot to the 
domain and adding a subdomain is ultimately obvious to a person skilled in the art. Therefore "fax" is merely 
something that determines the destination or sending. Therefore there is no inventive step. 

Claims 7-8 

Adding information to the sending destination data to indicate the sending format would be obvious to a 
person skilled in the art. Therefore there is no inventive step. 

Claims 9, 11, 16-20, 32 

Sending an image data file via the Internet is described in documents 1-2. Also, sending an image data file and 
saving it in an external memory device and doing this as a series of operations would be obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. Therefore there is no novelty or inventive step. 

Claims 10, 12-14 

Documents 1-2 as well as document 3 describe the concept of automatically printing when electronic 
information such as image information is received via the Internet. Combining image data file sending and receiving 
via the Internet with automatic printing and arriving at an image sending/receiving device such as a facsimile 
machine would be obvious to a person skilled in the art. Therefore there is no inventive step. 

Claims 15, 21-23 

Document 4 describes a portable terminal device, capable of communication, equipped with a removable 
wireless communication unit. Making an Internet terminal that communicates via a wireless communication unit 
would be obvious to a person skilled in the art. A portable terminal that can handle image data files in various 
formats would also be obvious to a person skilled in the art. Therefore there is no novelty or inventive step. 

Claims 24-25 

Document 5 pertains to a system that connects a user-side terminal and a center-side terminal via a network, 
and describes the point sending data such as the user's handwriting, iris image, etc. to the center side and comparing 
it against registered data and thereby authenticating the user. Likewise, document 6 describes the point about 
authenticating by identifying an individual based on image data of a signature, etc. It would be obvious to a person 
skilled m the art that a signature image can be read by a scanner and sent to a distant location via a communication 
path such as the Internet for identification. Therefore there is no novelty or inventive step. 

Claims 26-28 

Documents 1 1-14 describe the point about reading images of ballots and recognizing characters and tabulating 
the ballot contents, etc. Using the Internet as a communication medium in order to collect image data on ballots 
would be obvious to a person skilled in the art. Therefore there is no inventive step. 

Claim 29 

Processing to recognize characters in a document image data file and converting it to a text data file would be 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. Therefore there is no novelty or inventive step. 

Claims 30-31 

Providing notification when there is a connection between a server and an Internet terminal would be obvious 
to a person skilled m the art. Therefore there is no novelty or inventive step. 
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